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Gymnázium Brno-Řečkovice will go through an extensive reconstruction, which involves enlargement of the building and therefore interior spaces in it, change of the depositions and overall appearance. There will be a new floor with laboratories for physics, biology and chemistry instead of the attic, which is there now. This made it possible to deal with the dining room separately. 

This new proposal of the dining facility was created within the High school expert work. The reason why I have chosen this topic is that I am interested in design and graphics and similar specializations. My father is a graphic designer he has designed our flat. This has an effect on me. I am a student of this school, so I know this place better than some interior designers and I wanted to show appearance of the dining facility from the students’ perspective. 

At first it was important to deal with the existing dining room form operational and functional point of view, but also an aesthetic aspect. 

Eat there or not to eat? 

The school dining facility is situated in the right in the building at the end of the corridor on the first floor and it is rather small. This school is attended by more than 550 people. 

There is a very cramped space and really narrow aisle are caused by using a lot of tables and chairs in a small room. As many boarders as is possible have to take turns in a short time so the eat in constant rush. There is not any extra space, tables are very close to each other and people cannot easily pass through. This makes lunch unpleasant.

An aesthetic aspect is really important in dining facilities, because people enjoy their lunch much better, if they eat at a nice place. But it is not possible to consider our school dining facility as a beautiful restaurant. The dining room itself is not one of the most representative aspects at the school. The entire interior has become obsolete and looks dreary and uncomfortable. 

There are big windows, which let enough light into the room and the room is well-lit by ceiling lights. The room is dominated by neutral colours in shades of brown, the walls are painted white and the floor is covered by different types of linoleum in beige. Tables and chairs are in shades of brown and look old-fashioned and worn out. Their design is not interesting either. There are lots of discordant elements, which is the reason why the interior looks incongruous and doesn’t not fit any particular style. 

Make lunch more enjoyable?

My main objective was to show students’ ideas about school dining facility, because number of students is much higher than employees. So I made interview with 100 people, which includes a few teachers. Their responses also had some influence at interior design. 

The new room for dining will be twice as large as the existing. If the size of the room gets larger, there will be an increase in the seats capacity, but we cannot double this number, otherwise there will be cramped space again. I wanted to reach more seats and keep the recommended dimensions and distances. 

One thing in this interior which makes it more interesting and non-traditional is the variability of tables. There are 5 types of setting, usual rectangular tables for six persons and square tables for two or four persons. Sitting on barstools around columns with desk as table is the fourth possibility, and the fifth type is a corner sofa. There are 74 seats in the actual dining room and there will be 99 chairs and about 6 seats on the sofa. It may seem as not a very large number, but there would be the same problem as is there now with cramped space.

I focused on an operating schema of the dining room. I tried to find problems in the existing one and avoid them in the new proposal, and especially an improper areas. It all depends on the layout of the room. The existing dining room has a huge problems with the layout. 

I wanted to create the room with a pleasant, friendly and optimistic atmosphere. In the interior dominate light tones combined with a significant portion of red colour to highlight some aspects. The red colour is said to induce appetite. Repainting of the dining facility is in white and vanilla colour to make the space well-lit. But columns have a mosaic motive – circles in different shadows of red and yellow on a red background because of an emphasis. On wall has also the mosaic motive, but there are 3 stripes of circles on a white background. And the wall with entrance door is glassed including them. A floor is covered by an anhydrite variant in grey colour. This type is resistant and appropriate in areas with a high load. There should be enough light, inasmuch as there are lots of huge windows and celling lights will be probably dealt with other lights in the building. 

I decided to use the furniture, which is not much varied and colourful, otherwise the room would look over-combined and disgustingly. One of the main criteria in choosing furniture was an easy maintenance. That is the reason why I chose transparent red plastic chairs into this interior along with tables with white desk and silver metal base. Barstools are made from soft seat cushion covered with imitation of leather in vanilla colour, which harmonizes with repainting and silver metal base. The sofa is covered with red imitation of leather because of easy maintenance. 

The proposal should make economic sense and be realistic, so it was necessary to keep the interior realistic and in an affordable price range for the school. That is the reason why I made the economic evaluation. Furniture and accessories would cost about 420 000 Kč, so I think it is not high price for such interior. I tried to choose not very expensive products. The proposal was prepared in 3D visualization to create a better impression. I hope it will be used in the reconstruction or at least some elements or ideas and our dining room will be representative and much better visited.
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